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(A  Paptr  raad  at  liM  iimlfi  «<  tib*  Oalniil  SitariMl  &dtlr  tai 
N»|MBM,  Jime,  191S). 

cyHE  Ontario  Historical  Society  is  now  by  action  of  tte 
1  ligikaitnra  cmpoDpawd  to  ree^  gifti  aikl  bequests  of 
pmpetty,  real  and  personal,  for  the  purpose  of  forwarding  the 
objects  for  wh^ch  it  was  constituted.  These  objects  are,  shortly, 
tte  ebilMtioii,  preservation,  exhibition  and  polfflestioii  of  tm, 
ticiab  for  the  study  of  history.espedally  the  history  of  Ontar  io 
and  Canada,  the  maintenance  of  a  gidlery  of  historical  por- 
traitttre,  and  an  ethnoloffical  and  historical  museum,  the  publi- 
eatton  of  information  relative  to  the  history  of  the  Province  and 
the  Dominion,  and,  in  general,  the  encouragement  of  the  study 
of  history,  the  f (nmation  of  local  scdetiM  and  the  promotion  of 
friendly  intenoimw  and  oo-o^ttstfini  iMiwam  them."  ~¥Ub 
paragraph,  Ukm  from  annual  addresb  of  first  Pniidait  of  the 
Society,  Dr.  James  H.  Gojme,  delivered  at  the  meeting  held  in 
Victoria  College  on  June  14th,  1899,  expresses  in  plain  English 
his  ideas,  at  that  time,  itp(m  the  subject  in  qvestitm.  Sinceflwt 
time  thirteen  years  have  elapsed  and  we  have  seen  historical 
jKidcties  aU  over  Ois  eontinoat  building  handsome  finqxroof 
itrtietoris  t^hdltf  thdr  vahaMe  ^t^aeOoiia  white  ours  has-ban 
stored  in  an  inaccessible  room  at  the.ProvincW  ilusciim  or  fai 
^  Educational  Department. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  the  Ontario  Historical  So- 
dcty  should  have  a  hcmie  of  its  own.  The  deriral^Qi^  of  having 
its  collections  housed  in  a  fire-proof  buQding  -vhere  tbey  are 
easily  accessible  must  be  i^paient  to  Qver^ne.  An  historical 
society  depends  upon  rati  Mteriid'ii  lil^  be  4e$oeit«d  i^ 
it,  or  upon  such  as  the  local  officers  of  Govornment  furnish,  or 
upon  contributions  h,  individuals.  As  we  are  to-day,  what 
possible  inducement  is  there  for  anyone  to'present  us  with  his- 
torical material  7  IneMho(^dfoiir  Annual  R^wrt  is  given  a 
list  cf  the  additions  to  our  collection  since  the  previous  report 
was  published,  but  not  one  per  cent,  of  our  members  have  seen 
them.  What  inducement  is  there  at  pfeamt  for  our  monbers 
to  apfod  tMr  QNure  hours  with  thttu  or  to  aid  UMlr  ocmtribBr 


gi4  QVBSirS  QVABTSBLY, 

Tlw  fMrtloB  of  additioiis  to  tm  coOtetloii  of  material 
which  yn  ihoald  knff  ago  havo  batf  itOMflf  thamoolliiq^ortaBt 
thatwefaeeatthopnaenttiBM.  Bi  tilt  AbbuiI  Btpovt  of  lii 
Soeioy  for  1909  fhore  is  printed  a  **Cate)ogiM  of  Books,  Pam- 
phlote,  Maps,  ete.,  in  the  Library  of  the  Ontario  Historical 
Sodoty^,  and  looking  through  that  list  one  is  strode  hf  tho 
amailBg  BindMr  of  doeuminte  Hwt  v  not  mentioMd  that 
dMKildlMtiiae  and  that  we  would  probably  own  had  the  eoUeo* 
tion  been  properly  exhibited.   Of  tho  Annual  Beporte  of  tho 
American  Historical  AssodsMon  but  thno  voloBia  an  Uited, 
flios^  ovirr  dngle  report  issued  by  that  organisation  contains 
valuable  historical  material  relating  to  Canadian  affairs.  The 
American  Historical  Review  is  represected  by  two  numbers, 
oDefMmiyoL6aBdomfnmiVoL8.  Tho  entire  set  of  seven- 
teen volumes  should  be  there.  It  is  without  question  the  finest 
publication  of  the  kind  that  has  ever  been  issued  on  the  con- 
tinentand  the  material  on  Canadian  history  akoe makes  it 
invahiaUe  for  us.  The  poblicatkms  of  the  Buffato  Historical 
Sodety  are  represented  » v  Volume  9  and  a  few  odd  Annual 
Reporte.  I  shall  go  no  fu  Her  in  that  dividon.  You  will  note 
that  I  took  the  alphabet  as  ftar  as  lett«G.  Under  the  heading 
"Reports,  Transactions,  Papers,  Etc,  of  Canadian  Historical 
Societies"  we  find  that  we  own  but  eight  yearly  issues  of  the 
Canadian  Ahnanac— a  pubUcation  that  was  started  hi  18B«. 
All  of  tlM  Champlain  SocW  volumes  are  absent  Dr.  Hodgins's 
valuable  works  on  the  History  of  Education  are  represented  by 
five  volumes,  the  Univerdty  Calendars  by  two  volumes,  and 
many  of  the  publications  of  oar  own  aflUiated  soelofeies  are 
missing.  Such  an  institution  as  ours  would  have  beoa  supplied 
with  all  of  the  miadng  volumes  had  it  been  in  a  podtion  pro- 
perly to  preserve  them  for  the  benefit  of  our  members  and  the 

general  pnblie.  .   ,  .  ^, 

Some  have  suggested  that  the  Department  of  Archives 
should  be  the  place  for  material  of  this  kind.  Experience  in 
other  places  has  proven  that  the  Historical  Sodety  eoDeetioii 
better  serves  its  purpose  when  separated  from  the  ArehiveB. 
They  should  be  apart  with  no  hostility  between  them.  Mr. 
Th<mias  M.  Owen  in  his  report  on  State  Dq^artmaate  of  Ar- 
chives  and  Hisbny  delivered  at  the  meding  of  he  American 
Historical  Aiaodation  in  Chicago,  in  1904,says  in  part:  "There 
ia  Bffth^g  inooeipatible  in  tho  existei^  of  a  D^^ffts^t  (of 
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Axchives)  and  Um  «xi*teiiee  of  ft  Society;  an  ktaal  co»dttiOB 
■MnpMM  both,  aaeh  in  auceaMful  optration. 

Aad  iftr  rtioBliI  Bol  m  OrtMto  kave  a  luuiiMfiil  Mi 
active  idrtorical  society?  We  are  favored  by  having  a  rvrf 
stirring  hiatory  to  write  and  ftudy,  far  •arpa— ing  in  int»e«t 
that  of  the  average  AuMrlean  State.  TohriiwtoM««f  «» 
OMHV  otiMT  lilatiwrii  rharartrni  who  met  prominent  in  the  dis- 
covery, defense,  setUement  and  develoimient  of  Ontario  wi 
need  to  niration  oaly,  as  pioneers,  Champlain,  Hennepin,  Ia* 
liuuHM,  ri  ontanaii  iwii  f  '  ff-"^  ^  I — r  ^nifa—*^ 
Simcoe,  Brock  and  Tecumseh;  and  of  those  who  made  history 
during  the  t^struction  period  of  the  nineteenth  century, 

Ryerson,  Macdonald,  WQsoo,  OiH^  Mowi* 
BfowB.         "  HanfiBg  ttMy  gaps,  which  could  be  flUed 
with  ha-N  ir^  have  now  several  thousand  pamphlets, 

pspm,  I  ^  naps  and  vohimes  that  would,  if  properly 
arnmged,  .  a  apt -  ncHd  siiowiBg  in  a  Mfw  building.  The 
building  seems  to  mc  to  be  an  absolute  necessity  if  no  other 
dunand  for  it  should  exist  than  the  one  nienti<Hied  above.^^ 

AnoCher  equally  important  reason  why  w»  ahoaldbuM  at 
oMe  la  ti»  Mniiflitr  «i  hai^  a  plaee  to  coUect  and  exhibit 
material  of  present  day  history.  If  wc  did  not  have  a  single 
scrap  on  hand  to  start  with,  in  consideration  of  "recognition  s 
what  one  generation  ow«a  to  anotihar  as  liMr-iM*  oa  !•  lialf 
CBdkaa  train",  we  should  provide  a  building  and  begin  a  coUec- 
tion  of  everything  that  could  possibly  be  useful  fw  tha  future 
historian.  One  of  our  proininent  collectors  wrote  tiM*  wa 
wmiM  not  Bffw  ba  jMa  to  eoMaet  anything  in  the  picture  line 
that  he  had  not  in  his  collection.  Had  the  Ontario  Historical 
Society  built  a  fire-proof  buUding  five  or  ten  years  ago  and  been 
in  a  position  properly  to  care  ftw  a  vidoabto  cnOa^Mi  of  Ua- 
tmieal  ptelues,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  gentleman  who  wrote 
those  words  would  have  been  pleased  to  give  his  coUection  to 
our  Society.  There  are  many  similar  cases  and  we  are  the 
losers. 

There  are,  scattered  over  this  Province,  many  collectors 
of  historical  material  ./ho  have  spent  thar  Uvea  in  thatmort 
intazcsting  work  who  should  be  provide  with  a  i^atiiln  mHA 
lo  dipusll  Uialf  traasiimn  I  do  not  know  Mr.  A.  C.  Casselmaa'a 
views  on  the  subject,  but  an  historical  building  would  certainly 
giw  JiiA  B  place  j^gosfitii^^  t»  house  his  mi^^^&^t  coHectlw 


■hmild  be  ever  care  to  have  it  in  a  pnblk  inatftotion.  Hm  list 
of  Mr.  Cassebnan's  books  and  pamphlets  on  the  War  of  1812  is 
witboal  VMstion  the  most  eomplete  in  aiqr  private  Ubraxy,  and 
bvt 't".*©  ^Ht  '  pvribHfi"'  iHrtHsiiaM  •Wi'fcaaik  itf  tt-ifKiM  ■ 
terial.  In  onr  own  Provinee,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the 
Archives  at  OtUwa,  it  has  no  rIvaL  What  is  to  baeona  of  these 
collections?  An  we  to  sit  qnietlsr  b^  and  aoa  fhsm  drHI  tali 
oliier  oqianiMtioos  mors  fortunate  in  belsff  aMs  to  house 
them?  This  is  a  very  serious  situation.  In  some  cases  this 
material  will  be  forever  lost  if  we  do  not  do  our  duty,  and  it  is 
our  ihily  one  thai  wa  SMMBid  wha*  wv  wB^ilaft  MmAanMp 
in  the  Society  and  more  parliMlarly  so  when  we  accepted  office. 
We  had  absolute  no  right  to  form  a  society  and  name  it  the 
Ontario  Historical  Society  and  adopt  as  a  principal  aim  •  aQ»> 
atftntion  with  tiw  pioagraph  mentioned  in  the  opaidiiff  of  this 
paper,  if  wa  did  BOl  iB«nd  «a  da  tlw  woric  ioeh  as  esfaniaitin 

should  do. 

&  the  1961  Amnnl  Bspefl  of  the  AoMffieaB  Hislerleai 
sodation,  Prof.  George  Bryce  of  Winnipeg,  undmr  the  he^Cmg 
"Recent  Movements  in  Historic  Study  in  Canada",  gives  it  ei^ 
esting  inf ormatimi,  but  the  Ontario  Historical  Society  to  aol 
meationad^-4heia  waa  nothing  to  telL  Fsrimpa  I  cannot  do 
better  in  closing  this  part  of  the  argument  than  to  quote  a 
paragraph  of  a  letter  I  received  recently  from  the  H<m.  James 
Bryee,  British  Ambassador  at  Waahteglatt.  Dr.  byeaaafir 
"I  may  add  that  I  «b  particularly  glad  to  know  that  Historiaid 
Societies  such  as  yours  are  being  formed  in  Canada.  Tlwre  is 
nothing  m<»e  to  be  desired  than  that  the  ^dy  history 
shoddbeeidlimtodaSllifOagfeaeoimtiy  gmiagaiid  pros- 
pering as  Canada  is.  In  the  generations  to  come,  the  events  of 
our  own  time  will  be  the  subjects  of  the  liveliest  interest,  and  it 
is  very  desirable  that  an  that  can  ba  dona  to  pnaerve  M 
raeoids  should  be  done.  I  hope  there  are  many  other  societies 
such  as  yours,  giving  tbsiv  attantiaa  to  botk  local  aadcsaoai 

Canadian  history." 

Another  argonei^  and  OM  worOr  «i      eaxcfd  alten- 

tiMi,  is  the  need  of  prof  Mfa^r  our  membm  with  a  place  to  call 
haoM.  This  Society,  at  the  present  time,  does  practically 
nttliitag  to  hold  its  monbers  and  absolutdy  nothing  to  attract 
Bowmembas.  Thanmlthas  besnthat  we  have  simply  drifted 
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less  than  a  dosen  who  havt  itndc  to  tha  ship.  I  dermt  maan  to 
baUttla  tha  work  of  tinaa  who  hava  kapt  tha  organiiatton  te- 
gathar.  Thcjr  deatirva  the  hifhaat  pralaa,  bat  tlngr  hsva  baoi 
hwittniiiiniil  hy  hiiinr  nnthlnr  to  nffiir  tn  Inthim  WTffr  mimltm 
to  Jdii.  Evaiy  taaehar  of  histonr  in  Ontario  should  ba  an  aetira 
BMBribar  of  thia  Soetatjr.  Whan  wa  gat  our  hnildliif  aad  have 
mil  aflliwtfan  lo  ■ininiiilltial  11  mij  lii  iiiiniiiltiiUqr  iriflii 
Mi  then  wa  illiaB  ba  abla  to  wte  mm  ■MMtafi'iiltt  wmt 
awtbnaiairo. 

P?of.  Warren  Uphm,  ia  an  addraaa  ddlvafad  at  Chiaafa 

in  1904,  emieluded  hie  n>mr  rks  with  thaaa  worda:  nantfon 
finally  what  I  deem  the  highest  merit  and  crowning  honor  of 
^Ha  local  Historical  Sodetiea,  they  are  shown  by  their  v- 
k       to  b^BiWb^  t'^rftf  bjf  ttfi  ttNovaqr  aiii  davatopHoll  «f 
historical  workers,  <ocal  antiquariea  and  the  persons  in  avary 
part  of  the  several  Stote?  who  have  been  beat  <|iiiriiflad  ftv  hto- 
torical  research  and  reviving  the  past  from  foifitfidBasa.** 
With  our  aantntl  ofganisatioa  having  a  mofat  obMgatfcw  toftaN 
ther  the  interest  of  the  local  and  county  societies  we  are  parti- 
cularly bound  to  do  what  we  can  to  aneoumga  and  train  tlia 
yooagar  fanawitleii^Hia  i:tidy  af  feaa>iiMt  Mitofjr.  Ybfr^ 
pardon  a  local  reference  to  illustrate  this  point.   The  Lennox 
and  Addington  Historical  Scdety  was  formed  five  years  ago 
lart  month,  and  not  a  week  pa.  les  without  inquiriea  bring  made 
aboatoorwoilc.  IPs  hawa  ^Baooifan^  raar^  who  0a  Mt  enlsr 
willing  but  very  anxious  to  do  work  in  collecting  matorial  in 
difTarent  parte  of  tha  county  and  fai  nsoat  caaaa  tha  clSmt  to  do 
fMa  wofk  haa  baea  una^eitot/ A  waai  asMom  paiali  tiil  iMi 
not  record  a  donation.  Wealsodain  liieeradttof  havinirbeatt 
useful  in  discovering  at  least  two  historical  writers.  Tne  On- 
tario Historical  Society,  properly  equipped,  could  aid  very 
mirtaria]lyitt  t&aw«r!iof  ^GautttySoda^  Perinpa,  whan 
that  time  arrives,  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  investigate  thai 
question  which  every  boy  or  girl  in  Ontario  has,  at  some  tfan% 
asked  or  should  ask  the  parent,  "Why  ddii*t  th^  teadi  metmttf^ 
dt«i  Histoiy  to  our  Schools?  " 

The  last  argument  which  I  shall  use  to  urge  our  members 
to  make  this  an  active  and  successful  campaign  ia  the  deair»> 
bimy  of  having  our  Sadaly  raeogntedliyaiB^ar  tostltwIioBa 
tlnotti^HNit  tin  world.  Under  the  heading  Activities:  of  Hia- 
torical  Sociatiaa  in  1908",  tha  Amariaaa  .Kitamsl  Aaaoaiatloa 


in  tiMir  iMt  pobUahtd  hxaauX  Btport,  fiv«  ft  fairly  eorapltto 
■nnuuT  of  tiM  ivwkdoMfer^wiMi  BoiIiMm  in  tlMt 
ytftr.  The  Ontario  Hiitorieftl  Society  is  not  imntioMd.  The 
American  Hiitorical  Aaeodation  coven  the  entire  American 
MStiiMnt  in  ita  field  of  labor,  and  at  the  Annual  Meeting  held  fai 
Mb3i»  fo  December  last,  Canada  was  represented  on  the  pio- 
gramme  by  no  less  than  nine  of  her  best  men.  The  late  Goldwin 
Smith  was  President  in  1908-1904.  This  shows  that  we  have 
the  men  if  we  ean  ones  get  tiMin  to  wMk  for  onr  SoeMgr. 

I  shall  not  tronble  you  with  many  statistics,  but  would  like 
to  tel!  you  a  few  facts  gleaned  from  eorrespondmee  on  the  sub- 
ject The  State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa  receives  an  annual 
wpptm/AMm  flf  fnm  the  State  Government ;  Mic>«i- 

gan  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society,  $4,000;  Nebraska  State 
Historical  Society,  12,600;  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  |8r 
600;  Historical  Society  of  New  Itadeo,  fl,00O;  IMh  CaveUiift 
Historical  Society,  $6,000;  State  Historical  Society  of  North 
Dakota,  $8,260;  Ohio  State  Archaeological  and  Historical 
Society,  $19,600;  State  Historical  Society  of  South  Dakota, 
$S,ttO;  IteM  State  Hirtorieal  Aasociatkm,  $8^:  State  His- 
torical Asffociation  of  Wisconsin,  $29300;  Ehcv..  Island  His- 
torical Society,  $1,600;  Kentacky  State  Historical  Society, 
$6,000.  Some  of  the  older  institiitioaa  in  the  Bast  reeehre  no 
stale  aid  because  thqr  have  for  years  been  receiving  endow- 
mehte  and  the  income  f roni  th«e  various  funds  is  ample  for  the 
work.  Thehomeaof  these  Societies  vary  inform.  A,fewhave 
rooms  in  tiie  State  Honaes,  but  most  of  tiism  have  buildings  of 
their  own.  In  no  case  did  my  investigations  find  a  Society 
absolutely  homeless.  There  are  several  notable  buildings  to 
which  we  might  refer.  The  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania 
baa  ft  boikttBg  wfaieh  eoat  about  $226,000.  while  the  State  His- 
torical Society  of  Wisconsin  has  one  which  cost  $620,000.  The 
building  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  cost  $1,000,000, 
and  of  the  Buffak)  Histtwfeftl  Soeiety  aboirt  $826,000,  while  the 
building  now  being  constructed  for  the  Nebraska  State  Histori- 
cal Society  is  to  cost  $600,000  when  completed.  While  in  Buf- 
Sonth  asked  me  where  our  Ontario  Historical  building  was 
ffttefttttn^fg  Umi  llitilliifi  tn  ITaiir  '  er,  a  gentleman  from  the 
located.  I  replied  tfcftl  we  hoped  t  .aild  a  new  fire-proof  build- 
ing in  the  city  of  Toronto  within  a  year  as  a  Jiemorial  to  the 
heroes  of  the  War  of  1812. 


9mM  evuyone  looki  to  it  for  T.t  j»  In  jbtaitUiiff  hiitori«al  te. 

WMd  tttMovxBfM  thoM  who  givo  it  to  BMko  »n 
«ctn  effort  to  luiv«  it  aeennito  and  ^naidete,  and  om  fMk  a 
earta^  pride  in  having  been  oonanHed  on  the  rahjeet,  and 

2rSl2SrS!?'-!f^*  ^ooMoM  be  ineompkrte. 

matOMaxy  win  not  be  Mtiaied  rata  ^  fiqi  li  filled.  Bvexy 
■odetr,  inveetigated  in  eoUeeting  material  for  tlda  paper,  widdi 
•howed  a  high  degree  of  development,  owned  its  own  bcilding. 

li  it  my  Qpinioii  tiiat  thU  Society  ehould  inaugon^a 
raowjnent  at  this  meeting  with  the  objeel  ia      *  of  bolMr 
If!.zSSS?^^  Toronto  Ji^ 

iapoeiiUotoraiee  the  fundi  required  for  the  work  WeshauJd 
iMMaatrongeNiaybalaiieedeoainiltleeof  about :  ve  mem. 
iwarwaenting  an  parte  of  the  Province.  T^ofrom  Toronto. 

SL32l23L5l?^'^?^  aether  ^ithtS 

"»mMM8eeiitary  .  ^dbeampletodothiaworit.  That 
commitfcw  shonld  be  given  foB  powar  to  iirfee  ftadi  to  pf^^ 
for  a  building  to  eoet  approximately  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 

^"^^  thousand  dollars. 
^ ^i!^^,^^^'''^^ provide MtmAU,  Ibelieve 
the  Provincial  government  of  Ontario,  ptovMlBV  ewtain  eeap 
JJjsions  were  made  relative  to  a  fair  government  repreeenta- 
m  on  oar  board  of  management,  would  grant  the  bundled 
thousand  dollars  if  we  show  them  that  we  intend  tr>  make  a 
careful  effort  to  raise  the  endowment  and  do  not  inteud  to  nltt 
our  ^orta  untU  we  have  the  entire  amount  subscribed 

In  ooBchttkmletBie  add  that  I  think  this  Society  could 
•Mily  have  a  memberd^  two  thousand  of  our  ettftans  had 
we  aweU  constructed  ilre-proof  building  in  which  to  house  our 
oflOBcHoBSM^  And  I  believe  that  many 

ojinmiaatloiia  im  Undrnd  aims  would  join  their  cSl^ 
toswitt  ours  and  be^^of  a  suitable  meeting  hall— one 
•modated  with  history.  The  Annual  Meeting  would  be  of  much 

Toronto  eveiy  third  year,  and       is  aatrmt  pwbtl^ 
our  membership  in  that  dlv  will  biemmtlmnSS^^ 
the  building  is  built  ^ 

waa2iS?w£2f  i$2f  ~;^tion  of  our  Muds,  and 

CuiANonitWimat. 


